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Abstract

Maternal mortality and infant mortality are among the key health indicators of any civilized 
society. The government of India launched the national rural health misson ( NRHM) in 2005 , 
to provide accessible, accountable, affordable , effective , and reliable primary health care, 
especially to the poor ,and vulnerable sections of the population. Janani suraksha yojna(JSY) an 
integral component of NRHM was launched on April 12 , 2005. The main objectives of this 
programme is to make women aware about JSY and to ensure that each delivery is conducted in 
an institution and is attended to by a skilled birth attendant (SBA) to prevent maternal deaths 
and pregnancy related complications in women and same time ensure the well- being of the 
mother and the new born. Material and methods: Total 501 married females were selected 
from rural area of Kanpur under UHTC of Rama Medical College and Research Centre , 
Kanpur. The study is based on both primary and secondary data. Primary data collected through 
face to face interaction with married female , focus group discussion with married females of 
rural Kanpur. Secondary data collected from available reports , NRHM Annual  records, Annual 
health survey reports, different journals. Study variables: JSY user ,age, religion, educational 
status , occupation, SES status , family type. Result : Out of 501 women, 227 (45.3%) were 
JSY users, only 167 (33.34%) women had less than two year old child. It was found that 
majority (67.5%) women belonging to the area were aware about JSY. Greater proportion 
(68.11%) of women belonging to 19-35 years age group knew about JSY.Higher proportion 
(73.21%) of the women who were literate had  knowledge about  JSY. More number (70.93 %) 
of women belonging to lower middle class knew about JSY as compared to other classes. 
Conclusion: This Study showed that the awareness of Janani Suraksha Yojana amongst the 
married females in the age group of 19-35 years was more since most of them in this group 
were literates and belonged to middle class group. 
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Introduction

On 12th April 2005, Janani Suraksha Yojana 
(JSY) was launched by the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister under the umbrella of National 
Rural Health Mission (NRHM). This 
Yojana has been implemented in all states 
and UTs with special focus on 10 low 
performing states, that includes 8 
Empowered Action Group(EAG) states, 
Assam and Jammu & Kashmir and the 
remaining North Eastern states [1]. The main
objective and vision of JSY is to reduce 
maternal and neo-natal mortality, to 
promote institutional delivery among the 
poor pregnant women, to encourage 
antenatal care, and provide for postpartum 
care which is important not only for health 
of the mother but has very significant effect 
on the health and survival of the newborn. 
This scheme is hundred percent centrally 
sponsored and integrates cash monetary 
help to pregnant women. Under this 
programme, Accredited Social Health 
Activist (ASHA) is a trained activist of a
village and works as link person among the 
government health institutions, pregnant 
women and masses to increase institutional 
deliveries .[2,3]

UP is one of the states classified as Low 
Performing States (LPS) as well as 
Empowered Action Group (EAG) state 
from demographic and health status point of 
views. 

At initial stage monetary cash incentive and 
eligibility criteria were determined. 
According to JSY women of 19 years and 
above from below poverty line (BPL)
families and women having second delivery 

are eligible for cash monetary benefit. In 
case of third delivery, the woman accepting 
sterilization is also eligible. After October 
2006 no eligibility criteria were applies and 
all women going for institutional delivery 
were provided monetary incentives in the 
LPS states. UP is one of the LPS and JSY is 
implemented in the state since Sept.2005. 
Under JSY the amount paid is Rs.1400 as 
assistance to the expectant 
mothers/pregnant mothers and Rs.600 for 
ASHA/other equivalent worker after 
institutional delivery in rural areas; where 
as it is Rs.1000 as assistance to the 
expectant mothers and Rs.200 for ASHA in 
urban areas. In High performing States an 
amount of Rs.700 towards assistance is 
given to expectant/pregnant mothers [4].

The JSY had completed seven years at the 
time of conduction of this study and 
midterm cross sectional study was the 
demand of time. Present study is an effort to 
see actual effectiveness, achievement, 
access to community and implementation as 
per guidelines in our state.

Materials and Method

The present study was conducted in the 
rural health training centre (RHTC) of 
Department of Community Medicine, Rama 
Medical College & Research centre 
(Kanpur) from april 2013-2014.  The total 
population under jurisdiction of RHTC 
Shivrajpur, was reported approximately 
20,815 covering 24 villages. The population 
of married females was about 15% of the 
total population, which were approximately 
3,375 females. Total sample size of 501 
married female selected through simple 
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random sampling were included in the 
study. Inclusion Criteria: Married Women 
aged between 15-45 years, to find out 
awareness of JSY. Exclusion Criteria: 
(1)Unmarried women aged between 15-45 
years (2) Married women < 15 years of age 
& > 45 years of age (3) Married women 
absent at the time of survey, inspite of   
three  consecutive visits (4) Married women 
who did not give verbal consent for the 
study

Results

In this study total of 501 married women of 
reproductive age group (15-45 years) 
formed the universe of the study. All these 
women were considered for awareness 
regarding JSY. 

The table depicts that among the women 
67.46% were aware of JSY Scheme . The 
greater proportion of women belonging to 
19-35 yrs age group i.e, 68.11% and also 
>35 yrs age group also which is 68.57 %  
knew about JSY and statistical association 
between age of respondent and knowledge 
about JSY was found to be highly 
significant.[Table-1] Among literate 
women 73.64% were educated up to 
primary, approximately same percentage  
women had high school education. 70.59% 
women were graduates. The statistical 
association between education of the 
respondent and knowledge about JSY was 
found to be non significant.[Table-2]

According to table-3 majority 81.25% 
women belonging to lower class knew 
about JSY as compared to other classes. It 
was further followed by percentage of 

women in lower middle class (70.93%) and 
upper middle class (68.61%) and relation 
between socio- economic status and 
knowledge regarding JSY was found to be 
highly significant

Discussion

The present study showed that the awarness
regarding JSY was high in married women 
aged between (15-45), which is 67.5%. It 
could be because there is more acessibility 
and availability of health services in rural 
areas. More over women in rural areas are 
often poor and thus would be more inclined 
towards knowing and utilizing services 
from schemes like JSY.

It was reflected from our study that women 
between age group of 19-35 years were 
aware about JSY(68.11%) in comparison to 
other age groups, the average age was 27.2 
years. According to a study by A Singh et al 
(Chandigarh, 2004) regarding quality of 
antenatal care in Rural North India, majority 
of the women who registered at the health 
centre were between 21 and 29 years age 
group i.e.77.40% [5]. According to UNFPA 
report by Bella Patel Uttekar et al, the 
average age of the women to be 25.7years 
who visited ASHA for some or the other 
services was 25.7 years. According to this
report majority of the JSY beneficiaries 
belonged to 20-24 years age group 
i.e.51%[6]. Similarly according to another 
UNFPA report by Belta Patel Uttekar et 
al[7]the average age of women who visited 
ASHA for some or the other services was 
found to be 25.8 years and majority of the 
JSY beneficiaries belonged to 20-24 year 
age group 
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Table 1 Distribution of married women (15-45 yrs) according to awareness regarding JSY as a function of age.

S.No Age of Respondent No. of subjects awareness (%) No. of subjects not awareness (%) Total 

1 <19 8(47.06%) 9(52.94%) 17 

2 19-35 282(68.11%) 132 (31.89%) 414

3 >35 48 (68.57%) 22 (31.43%) 70

Total 338 (67.46%) 163 (32.54%) 501

X²₌ 17.11 , df₌2 , p-value₌ .01

Table 2 Distribution of married women (15-45 yrs) according to awareness regarding JSY as a function of  
education status.

S.No. Education of respondent No. of subjects awareness 
(%)

No. of subjects not 
awareness (%)

Total (%)

1 Illiterate 114 (59.07%) 79 (40.93%) 193 (100%)

2 Primary 81 (73.64%) 29 (26.36%) 110(100%)

3 Junior high school 55 (72.37%) 21 (27.63%) 76(100%)

4 High school 41 (73.21%) 15 (26.79%) 56(100%)

5 Intermediate 23 (71.87%) 9 (28.13%) 32(100%)

6 Graduate &above 24 (70.59%) 10 (29.41%) 34(100%)

Total 338(67.46%) 163 (32.54%) 501(100%)
x²₌ 10.220, df₌ 5, p-value₌ .069

Table3  Distribution of married women (15-45 yrs) according to awareness regarding JSY and socio-economic  
status

S.No Socio-economic status** No. of subjects awareness (%) No. of subjects no awareness (%) Total (%)

1 Upper class 18 (64.29%) 10 (35.71%) 28 (100%)

2 Upper middle class 94 (68.61%) 43 (31.39%) 137 (100%)

3 Lower middle class 122 (70.93%) 50 (29.07%) 172(100%)

4 Upper lower class 91 (61.49%) 57 (38.51%) 148(100%)

5 Lower  class 13 (81.25%) 3 (18.75%) 16(100%)

Total 338 (67.46%) 163(32.54%) 501(100%)

**status- According to B. G .Prasad classification for rural areas .

x²₌ 17.139 , df₌ 4 , p-value₌ .05
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i.e.43.10%. Similarly, higher proportion 
(54%)of the JSY beneficiaries in Madhya 
Pradesh belonged to 21-25 years age 
group[8].

In the present study, amongst the literate 
women awareness about JSY was more
with a man of i.e.73.04% in women with 
primary education as compared to illiterate 
women, whereas according to a study by S. 
Sumitra et al (Kerela,2006) regarding MCH 
services utilization associated literacy rate
was found to be 100%[9]. However small 
percentage of beneficiaries from Rajasthan 
were found to be literate i.e.54%[10].Similar 
to the above findings, according to UNFPA 
report in Orissa 33.90% beneficiaries were 
found to be illiterate [7].A still higher 
percentage of JSY beneficiaries were found 
to be illiterate i.e. 68.20% according to 
another UNFPA report in Rajasthan.Most 
(81%)of the beneficiaries from Madhya 
Pradesh were found to be literate 
(D.K.Pal,2008) [7].

In the present study the awareness about 
JSY was found to be high (85%) amongst 
women who were skilled laborers; Contrary 
to this, according to a study by S.Sumitra et 
al (Kerela,2006) regarding MCH services 
utilization, it was found that majority (94%) 
of the utilizes were housewives [9].

The mothers belonging to lower class in this 
study were more aware about JSY 
i.e.81.25% as compared to other classes.
Similarly in a study conducted on JSY in 
Rajasthan,, majority of the beneficiaries 
belonged to low income groups i.e. between 
Rs.3000-6000 (34%) followed by a little 
higher income i.e. between Rs.6000-9000 
(31%)[10].Similar findings were also 

reported from UNFPA report in 
Rajasthan,where greater percentage of the 
JSY beneficiaries were from lower income 
group (Rs.1001-2000) i.e.56.90%[7].
Similarly majority of the beneficiaries 
belonged to lower income groups as 
reported by another UNFPA report by Bella 
Patel Uttekar et al.[6]. According to a study 
by D.K.Pal majority (48%) of the JSY 
beneficiaries belonged to lower income 
groups (class IV)[8].

Conclusion

The present study was carried out in the 
rural areas of our field practice area.A total 
of 501 women were interviewed regarding 
knowledge about JSY.Among these married 
women. Out of these, 227 (45.3%) were 
JSY users, only 167 (33.34%) women had 
less than two year old child. Various socio-
demographic correlates and utilization of 
JSY. It was found that majority (67.5%) 
women belonging to the area knew about 
JSY.Greater proportion (68.11%) of women 
belonging to 19-35 years age group knew 
about JSY.Higher proportion (73.21%) of 
the women who were literate had  
knowledge about  JSY.More number (70.93 
%) of women belonging to lower middle 
class knew about JSY as compared to other 
classes.
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